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PRAISE FOR KJELL OLA DAHL 

‘Impossible to put down’ Guardian  ‘Simply superb plotting and essential reading’ The Times 

‘A masterclass in plotting, atmosphere and character’ The Sunday Times 

‘If you have never sampled Dahl, now is the time to try’ Daily Mail 

 ‘The perfect example of why Nordic Noir has become such a popular genre’ Reader’s Digest 

‘Reminiscent of the writing of John Le Carré and William Boyd’ New Books Magazine 

 

A tension-packed, cunningly plotted political thriller and police procedural – the darkest of hard-

boiled Nordic Noir – from one of Norway’s most acclaimed crime writers 

 

About the author: Kjell Ola Dahl was born in 1958 in Gjøvik. He made his debut in 1993, and has since published 

eleven novels, the most prominent of which is a series of police procedurals cum psychological thrillers (Oslo 

Detectives series) featuring investigators Gunnarstranda and Frølich. In 2000 he won the Riverton Prize for The Last 

Fix and he won both the prestigious Brage and Riverton Prizes for The Courier in 2015. His work has been published 

in 14 countries, and he lives in Oslo. @ko_dahl #LittleDrummer #NordicNoir  

 

When a woman is found dead in her car in a Norwegian parking garage, 

everyone suspects an overdose … until a forensics report indicates that she 

was murdered. Oslo Detectives Frølich and Gunnarstranda discover that the 

victim’s Kenyan scientist boyfriend has disappeared, and their investigations 

soon lead them into the shady world of international pharmaceutical deals.  

While Gunnarstranda closes in on the killers in Norway, Frølich and Lise, his 

new journalist ally, travel to Africa, where they make a series of horrific 

discoveries about exploitation and corruption in the distribution of foreign aid 

and essential HIV medications.  

When tragedy unexpectedly strikes, all three investigators face incalculable 

danger, spanning two continents. And not everyone will make it out alive… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LITTLE DRUMMER 
Book 8 in the bestselling, award-winning Oslo Detective series and brilliant as a standalone 

by KJELL OLA DAHL, translated by DON BARTLETT 
 

The Godfather of Nordic Noir returns with a tense, sophisticated, searingly relevant premise  

that will keep you glued til the last page 
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